


“The quality of light by which we scrutinize our
lives has direct bearing upon the product which
we live, and upon the changes which we hope to

bring about through those lives.”
-Audre Lorde, “Poetry is not a luxury”
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This syllabus imagines the process of learning outside the
strict boundaries of institutions, examinations, and formal
schooling. Affect theorist Kathleen Stewart proposes the
idea of atmospheric attunements to name the “always
commonplace labor of becoming sentient to a world’s work,
bodies, rhythms, and ways of being in noise, light, and space...
[a]n attention to the matterings, the complex emergent worlds,
happening in everyday life.” Texts on the syllabus offer tools
and perspectives for cultivating love, and specifically a Black
love as an extra-ordinary everyday practice of being with self
and being in the world. What can Black love, as it emerges
in literature, films, performance, and the politics of living,
teach us about liberation, citizenship, and beauty? With an
emphasis on genealogies of feminist and queer theories of
gender, this syllabus for Black love invites readers, viewers,
and the curious learners to engage the quotidian world of the
senses as political pedagogy.
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bell hooks

bell hooks

Pamela Newkirk

Brittney C. Cooper
Love No Limit: Towards a Black Feminist Future
(In Theory) from

Zora Neale Hurston

Transformation, compassion

Choosing love
Black love letters
Black feminism
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https://uucsj.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/bell-hooks-Love-as-the-Practice-of-Freedom.pdf
https://www.worldcat.org/title/love-no-less-more-than-two-centuries-of-african-american-love-letters/oclc/50920657
https://www.worldcat.org/title/love-no-less-more-than-two-centuries-of-african-american-love-letters/oclc/50920657
https://www.theblackscholar.org/recent/
https://www.zoranealehurston.com/books/their-eyes-were-watching-god/

Black Love: A Symposium, University of Kansas 2017

at the Ford Foundation Gallery (2019)
Athi-Patra Ruga

Darnell Moore

Lenora E. Houseworth

“The fullness of the Black Panther Party’s
legacy [...] can be seen everywhere in the
wellness space.”

Joy Kennedy, Thomas Grinter

James Baldwin

IS A PROTEST!

“Listen to me. | am telling you

a true thing. This is the only kingdom.
The kingdom of touching;

the touches of the disappearing, things.”
- Elegy By Aracelis Girmay

is a protest that must be protected. It requires
constant spiritual conjuring and attention, attention of embodied survival.
| feel my most in the depths
of loving and creating and healing. This beauty, | have come
to understand, is a kind of undeniable truth-telling to myself
or anyone else who might want to listen.
as a birthright, a duty | must fulfill within myself to fully be within myself
...my raptures ...my poetics. A testament,
of self love as resistance.
Listen,
I’m speaking about a world of feeling, a spiritual excellence
that can only arrive in sensual attunements between the self
and the earth and the universe -- when feelings become a presence so intense
that everything that has ever been past or future must take rest.

- jaamil olawale kosoko


https://drive.google.com/file/d/14zWxzjfFOAQG9o9HK_NNolbIBnCIk2EG/view
https://www.fordfoundation.org/the-latest/news/ford-foundation-gallery-announces-opening-of-radical-love/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10999922.2018.1439564
https://www.beingseenpodcast.com/about
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/the-radical-history-of-self-care
http://libjournal.uncg.edu/ijcp/article/view/238/770
http://libjournal.uncg.edu/ijcp/article/view/238/770
https://issuu.com/thecamh/docs/2012_radical_presence
https://issuu.com/thecamh/docs/2012_radical_presence
https://bookshop.org/books/the-fire-next-time/9780679744726

Emanicpatory Action

Pleasure Activism

Random acts of Flyness

“Poetry is Not a Luxury”

Bodies in Dissent: Spectacular Performances of Race
and Freedom, 1850-1910

Black Magic: Religion and the African American
Conjuring Tradition

Black Utopias

The Lonely Letters

Emergent Strategy

Until We Are Free: Reflection on the Black Lives Matter Pleasure Activism
Movement in Canada



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5ad0d247af209613040b9ceb/t/5db5a44b0e6ba42da976cce7/1572185168567/brown+2017-Emergent+Strategy+full+book.pdf
https://youtu.be/gmm_fqqJVn0?t=880
http://terencenance.com
https://makinglearning.files.wordpress.com/2014/01/poetry-is-not-a-luxury-audre-lorde.pdf
https://bookshop.org/books/bodies-in-dissent-spectacular-performances-of-race-and-freedom-1850-1910/9780822337225
https://bookshop.org/books/bodies-in-dissent-spectacular-performances-of-race-and-freedom-1850-1910/9780822337225
https://bookshop.org/books/black-magic-religion-and-the-african-american-conjuring-tradition-9780520249882/9780520249882
https://bookshop.org/books/black-magic-religion-and-the-african-american-conjuring-tradition-9780520249882/9780520249882
https://www.dukeupress.edu/black-utopias
https://bookshop.org/books/the-lonely-letters/9781478008248
https://bookshop.org/books/until-we-are-free-reflections-on-black-lives-matter-in-canada-9780889776944/9780889776944
https://bookshop.org/books/until-we-are-free-reflections-on-black-lives-matter-in-canada-9780889776944/9780889776944

Sister Qutsider

The Bluest Eye

Beloved

A Mercy

Queen Sugar

Afro-Fabulations: The Queer Drama of Black Life

Scenes of Subjection

Creating Black Americans: African-American
Hisotry and Its Meanings, 1619 to Present

Lose your Mother: A Journey Along the Atlantic

Slave Route

For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide

When the Rainbow Is Enuf

Dear Khary (An Autobiography of Gentrification)

Looking for Langston

Young Soul Rebels

The Black Unicorn: Poems



http://www.avaduvernay.com/queen-sugar
https://bookshop.org/books/scenes-of-subjection-terror-slavery-and-self-making-in-nineteenth-century-america/9780195089844
https://bookshop.org/books/lose-your-mother-a-journey-along-the-atlantic-slave-route/9780374531157
https://bookshop.org/books/lose-your-mother-a-journey-along-the-atlantic-slave-route/9780374531157
https://gawker.com/dear-khary-an-autobiography-of-gentrification-1227561902
https://www.isaacjulien.com/publications/6/
https://www.isaacjulien.com/projects/young-soul-rebels/
https://bookshop.org/books/the-black-unicorn-poems/9780393312379
https://bookshop.org/books/sister-outsider-essays-and-speeches/9781580911863
https://bookshop.org/books/the-bluest-eye/9780307278449
https://bookshop.org/books/beloved/9781400033416
https://bookshop.org/books/a-mercy/9780307276766
https://bookshop.org/books/afro-fabulations-the-queer-drama-of-black-life/9781479888443
https://bookshop.org/books/creating-black-americans-african-american-history-and-its-meanings-1619-to-the-present/9780195137569
https://bookshop.org/books/creating-black-americans-african-american-history-and-its-meanings-1619-to-the-present/9780195137569
https://bookshop.org/books/for-colored-girls-who-have-considered-suicide-when-the-rainbow-is-enuf/9780684843261
https://bookshop.org/books/for-colored-girls-who-have-considered-suicide-when-the-rainbow-is-enuf/9780684843261
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https://vimeo.com/112888005
https://vimeo.com/145459559
https://shikeith.com

Chameleon: A Syllabus for Survival

ALL BOYS AREN’T BLUE

Homie

Well Read Black Girl

Queer Love in Color

Black on Both Sides: A Racial History

of Trans Identity



https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c74c0fb4d87115cde1dccfa/t/5e9f0d4a97b64409fdb9cdd6/1587481965196/Jaamil_ZINE_17.pdf
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312718
graywolfpress.org/books/homie
https://www.wellreadblackgirl.com/
https://www.silverinthecity.com/queer-love-in-color.html
https://bookshop.org/books/black-on-both-sides-a-racial-history-of-trans-identity/9781517901738
https://bookshop.org/books/black-on-both-sides-a-racial-history-of-trans-identity/9781517901738
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The Syllabus for Black Love project is made possible through support
from the Wexner Center for the Arts at The Ohio State University, Pew
Fellowship in the Arts, United States Artists International (a program
of Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation), Movement Research, Mount Tremper
Arts, The Field Center, Mwasi Creative Community at Sbai Palace
(Morocco), and individual gifts by Joel Smith, Shannan Clark, Maura
Donohue, Lindsay Greer, Ben Grinberg, Allie Hankins, Chrissy Martin,
Juliana Mascelli, Jasmine Murrell, Brian Osborne, Joy Taney, Barbara
Watson, and Christina Zani.
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